
The U.S. Soy Sustainability 
Assurance Protocol

U.S. Soy and its partner 
organizations are dedicated 
to focusing resources on 
research, outreach, and 
measurements in the interest 
of sustainable farming. These 
continuous improvement 
goals were adopted by key 
U.S. Soy organizations in 
December 2024 and are based 
on the Field to Market 2020 
benchmark.

By 2030, U.S. soybean farmers 
aim to:

• �Reduce land use impact by 
10% (measured as acres per 
bushel)

• �Reduce soil erosion by 25% 
(measured as tons per 
bushel)

• �Increase energy use 
efficiency by 10% (measured 
as BTUs per bushel)

• �Reduce total greenhouse gas 
emissions by 5% (measured 
as pounds CO2-equivalent 
gasses emitted per year)

Goals for U.S. Soy: Where  
We’re Headed

What is the U.S. Soy Sustainability Assurance Protocol?

• �The U.S. Soy Sustainability Assurance Protocol (SSAP) is a protocol that 
outlines the regulations, processes, and management practices that ensure 
sustainable soy production on the vast majority of U.S. soybean farms.  

• �It is a national-based system of sustainability and conservation laws and 
regulations combined with careful implementation of best production practices 
on more than 270,000 U.S. soybean farms. 

• �The SSAP aggregates how U.S. Soy farmers contribute to the improvement  
of environmental, social, and economic sustainability outcomes.

• �The SSAP’s quantifiable and results-driven approach was developed through 
a multi-stakeholder process – including participants across the entire value 
chain. It is regularly reviewed and updated.

How is the SSAP Audited?

• �Each year, farmers participating in the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
farm program conduct internal audits and provide documentation  
of compliance.

• �More than 20,000 third-party independent audits of farmers are conducted 
annually by USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) agents. 

What are the directives of the SSAP?

Biodiversity and High Carbon Stock. To enhance biodiversity, 
soybeans are not produced on wetlands, grasslands, forests, and  
other designated protected areas. 

Production Practices. Production practices work to enhance the 
environment as well as protect natural resources while increasing 
production efficiency. 

Public and Labor Health and Welfare. The U.S. public and its workers 
are protected under U.S. laws providing for fair labor standards, equal 
employment opportunities, abolition of forced labor, clean water act 
laws, and so forth. 

Continuous Improvement. Sustainability is more than a result; it is 
a process. Each year, U.S. Soy farmers become more efficient and 
environmentally sound through continuous improvement of their 
farming practices.



Between 2002 and 2022, the 
amount of cropland in the U.S. 
decreased by 1.14 million hectares, 
while forest land increased by 
almost 1.1 million hectares.2 

8.4 million hectares are removed from 
production to protect the environment 
in the USDA’s Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP).3 

As of June 2022, 9.8 million hectares 
were enrolled in the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP).4 

USDA invests approximately US  
$6 billion annually in agriculture 
conservation efforts, including  
staffing over 2,500 conservation  
offices employing 10,000 individuals  
in conservation and compliance.5

U.S. Soy Sustainability Achievements:

Since 1980:1

• �60% irrigation water use efficiency improvement per ton of production
• �48% land use efficiency improvement in hectares per ton of production
• �46% energy use efficiency improvement per ton of production
• �43% greenhouse gas emissions efficiency improvement per ton of production
• �34% soil conservation improvement per hectare per year

See for yourself how U.S. Soy is 
sustainable by downloading the  
SSAP and registering to receive  
SSAP certificates at ussec.org. 

Why is the SSAP valuable?

Product sourcing has become a key part of many companies’ commitments 
to sustainability. Sourcing requirements focus on environmental and 
social issues and lead to positive impacts on business performance. The 
SSAP provides credible data and information to provide buyers of U.S. Soy 
confidence that the product they are purchasing is produced in a sustainable 
manner. When purchasing soy verified with the SSAP, your business is fulfilling 
a commitment to sustainable product sourcing.

The SSAP is widely recognized and positively benchmarked against the:

• �European Feed Manufacturers’ Federation (FEFAC) 2023 Soy  
Sourcing Guidelines

• �Global Seafood Alliance Best Aquaculture Practices 
• �Consumer Goods Forum 
• �SAI Platform’s Farm Sustainability Assessment 3.0 (FSA) – Gold Equivalent

Producer actions associated with the SSAP supports many of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), but especially SDG2.4 – 
Sustainable Food Production and Resilient Agricultural Practices.

About U.S. Soybean Export Council (USSEC): Soybeans are the United States’ No. 1 food and agricultural export. The U.S. Soybean Export Council (USSEC) is focused 
on building preference, improving the value, and enabling market access for the use of U.S. Soy for human consumption, aquaculture, and livestock feed in 90 
countries across the world. USSEC is a dynamic partnership of U.S. soybean producers, processors, commodity shippers, merchandisers, allied agribusinesses, and 
agricultural organizations; and connects food and agriculture industry leaders through a robust membership program. USSEC is farmer-funded by checkoff funds 
invested by the United Soybean Board, various state soybean councils, the food and agriculture industry, and the American Soybean Association’s investment of 
cost-share funding provided by U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS). To learn more, visit  www.ussec.org and www.ussoy.org, 
and engage with us on USSEC’s LinkedIn, X, Facebook, and U.S. Soy’s LinkedIn, X, Facebook, Instagram and YouTube.
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