11. [bookmark: _Toc474416636][bookmark: _Toc473557642][bookmark: _Toc473557391][bookmark: _Toc473295605]SPONSORSHIP AND ENDOWMENTS POLICY

· For sponsorship funding of an organization in an amount less than $5,000 (five thousand dollars) annually, the sponsorship funding must be provided with the stipulation that it not be used to influence governmental action or violate the Soybean Promotion Research and Information Act or Order.
· For sponsorship funding of an organization in an amount exceeding $5,000 (five thousand dollars) annually, the sponsorship funding must:
· Provide specific checkoff-related deliverables.
· Provide specific performance measurements related to the payment.
· Ensure that the total USSEC sponsorship shall not account for more than 50% (fifty percent) of the overall event at which the sponsorship took place. A statement describing the event and the benefit to the checkoff program shall accompany all sponsorship requests.
· Based upon provisions of the Act and Order that require a “plan or project” and “budgets,” checkoff dollars should generally not be used to fund an endowment. USSEC does not recommend this type of activity.
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