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KEY POINTS

e Since its inception in 1996, biotechnology has been a key component of U.S. soybean farmers’ ability to
produce a healthy, affordable protein source in a sustainable manner.
e Today, more than 90% of U.S. soybeans are raised with seeds enhanced through biotechnology
e Biotech is a key component of U.S. soybean farmers’ ability to produce a healthy, affordable protein
source in a sustainable manner
e About 1 billion acres of U.S. farmland have been planted with biotech crops since 1996
e The U.S. government has established a rigorous approval process that includes the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA), the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) to ensure that GMOs are safe
e Approval process lasts about 13 years and costs an average of $136 million to bring the new crop to
market - another way that the U.S. ensures these crops are safe
e An lowa State University study shows that without biotechnology, global food prices would be nearly 10%
higher for soybeans
e Over 20 trillion meals containing biotech have been served with no side effects.
e Inthe Journal of Animal Science, the University of California—Davis recently released the most

comprehensive study of GMOs and food ever conducted

e Reviewed 29 years of livestock productivity and health data from both before and after the introduction
of genetically engineered animal feed

e Field data represented more than 100 billion animals covering a period before 1996 when animal feed
was 100% non-GMO, and after its introduction when it jumped to 90% plus
Study proved that GM feed is safe and nutritionally equivalent to non-GMO feed with no indication of any
unusual trends in the health of animals since 1996 when GMO crops were first harvested

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Contact Lisa Pine Humphreys at Ipine@ussec.org

ussec.org | ussoy.org


http://www.ussoy.org/
http://www.journalofanimalscience.org/content/early/2014/08/27/jas.2014-8124
mailto:lpine@ussec.org

INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE ORGANIZATIONS
ON CROP BIOTECHNOLOGY SAFETY

THE AMERICAN MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION

THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE

ment

THE NATIONAL ACADEMY
OF SCIENCES
hingt THE UNION OF GERMAN
ACADEMICS OF SCIENCES
AND HUMANITIES

FOOD STANDARDS AUSTRALIA
NEW ZEALAND

SEVEN OF THE WORLD’S
ACADEMIES OF SCIENCES

www.geneticliteracyproject.org

ussec.org | ussoy.org


http://www.ussoy.org/

